
 

 

Oakbrook Middle School 

2020-2021 

 

7th Grade Fine, Related, and 

Performing Arts Course Guide 
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Art - Visual (full year, and semester) 

In Visual Arts, students are introduced to the elements of art and principles of design while developing drawing 

skills and painting techniques. Studio experiences in the classroom will give students opportunities to use a 

variety of media (pencil, pen, ink, pastel, watercolor, acrylic paint, plaster and clay) while developing the 

student’s individual style and creative problem solving skills. Students will demonstrate their ability to respond, 

analyze, and interpret their own artwork, and the work of others, through discussions and critiques. For more 

information, please contact Deb Judy at djudy@dorchester2.k12.sc.us  

Band – (full year) 

The Concert Band class is a year-long course reserved for students who successfully completed the 6th grade 

Beginner Band class. This is an advancing ensemble made up of woodwinds, brass, and percussion. These 

students meet collectively as a full wind band as well as split into homogenous groupings depending on the 

curriculum. This class is designed as a continuation of each student’s beginner band experience, further 

developing fundamentals and musical skills that will prepare them for more advanced musical literature. 

Students will have more opportunities for performances, leadership roles, and teambuilding. Students are 

eligible to participate in additional festival field trips and performances.  For more information regarding the 

band program, feel free to contact Meredith Melven at mmelven@dorchester2.k12.sc.us Erik McMahon at 

ermcmahon@dorchester2.k12.sc.us. 

Chorus (full year) 

The year-long choral classes at Oakbrook Middle School offer students a more in-depth and advanced 

opportunity to study and perform musical literature of many different styles and periods. It is strongly 

encouraged that students who select a year-long Chorus class have prior experience in choral instruction as 

year-long classes are faster paced and have more advanced expectations and requirements for choral learning. 

The study of music literacy – learning to read rhythms, melodies, and musical patterns – will be crucial to 

learning new literature and assisting each student toward the goal of becoming an independent singer and 

musician. Students will demonstrate an understanding of proper vocal technique, music theory and terminology, 

and music history as related to literature studied. Students will also make many cross-curricular connections by 

relating music to the other arts areas and other core disciplines, as well as by making historical and cultural 

connections. Students will be expected to perform in regularly scheduled school concerts as well as participate 

in community, regional, and state choral activities.  For more information, please contact Kerri Oliver at 

keoliver@dorchester2.k12.sc.us.  

Chorus (semester) 

The semester choral classes at Oakbrook Middle School offer students an introductory experience to choral 

education through the opportunity to study and perform musical literature of many different styles and periods. 

A semester choral class is perfect for those with no prior choral instruction, those who desire to continue 

previous choral instruction on an intermediate level, or those who want to sample and explore a variety of 

elective classes throughout their school year. The study of music literacy – learning to read rhythms, melodies, 

and musical patterns – will be crucial to learning new literature and assisting each student toward the goal of 

becoming an independent singer and musician. Students will demonstrate an understanding of proper vocal 

technique, music theory and terminology, and music history as related to literature studied. Students will also 

make many cross-curricular connections by relating music to the other arts areas and other core disciplines, as 

well as by making historical and cultural connections. Students will have the opportunity to perform in regularly 
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scheduled school concerts as well as potentially participate in community, regional, and state choral activities.  

For more information, please contact Kerri Oliver at keoliver@dorchester2.k12.sc.us. 

Creative Writing (semester) 

The Middle School Creative Writing course offers students an examination of the different genres of writing, 

the five elements that go into story developments, and the importance of keeping a journal. The skills taught in 

this course will not only help students to become better creative writers, but it will develop the skills that will 

help them in other course as well. Creative Writing is a semester long course that explores different genres of 

writing, through both reading and writing, as well as the other necessary elements needed to improve writing 

and composition skills. This course is designed with the goal of inspiring students to develop original pieces and 

ideas. Through writing and thinking students will learn to become better readers, writers, and thinkers. The 

skills focused on in this course will help students in other courses as well, especially English. Writing genres 

covered are autobiographies, family storytelling, fairy tales, fantasies, short stories, and journals. For 

information, please contact Robin Hossler at rhossler@dorchester2.k12.sc.us. 

Dance (full year) 

In year-long dance, students will continue refining the fundamentals of dance technique along with learning 

more intermediate-advanced technique and choreography.  Students will continue to study a variety of styles of 

dance and build upon the vocabulary, technique, and history they learned in sixth grade. This includes studying 

styles such as West African, modern/contemporary, jazz, tap, ballet, ballroom, hip-hop, technology-integration 

and others. At this level, students will also focus largely on the elements of dance and choreographic principles 

by creating their own dances in small and large groups. Students are expected to perform throughout the year. 

This class is a prerequisite for Dance CP 1 and serious study of dance is expected.  Students will need 

appropriate dance attire for this class (usually around $25 and information about what to buy will be given out 

at the start of the school year).  For more information, please contact Emily Enloe at 

eenloe@dorchester2.k12.sc.us.  

Dance (semester) 

In semester dance, students will learn and refine the fundamentals of dance technique and choreography.  This 

class is geared towards students who either did not take dance in sixth grade or who wish to continue their study 

of sixth grade dance at an intermediate level. Students will study a variety of styles of dance and build upon the 

basics of vocabulary, technique, and history. This includes studying styles such as West African, 

modern/contemporary, jazz, tap, ballet, ballroom, hip-hop, and others. At this level, students will also focus 

largely on the elements of dance and choreographic principles by creating their own dances in small and large 

groups. Students are expected to perform at least once at the conclusion of the semester. This class is for 

beginning and returning students of dance who do not wish to study for a full year.  Students will need 

appropriate dance attire for this class (usually around $25 and information about what to buy will be given out 

at the start of the semester.  For more information, please contact Emily Enloe at eenloe@dorchester2.k12.sc.us. 

 

 

 

Financial Literacy (semester) 
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This course is designed to introduce the student to basic financial literacy skills to help them make responsible 

financial decisions. Concepts covered include financial planning, bank accounts, credit and loans, wages and 

taxes, investments, and insurance. Students will gain the information and skills to implement a life-long plan for 

financial success. For more information please contact Betty Avinger at bavinger@dorchester2.k12.sc.us. 

Gateway to Technology –Design and Modeling(semester) 

Project Lead the Way- Gateway to Technology (GTT) programs are designed to engage students in activities 

that not only build knowledge and skills in areas including computer science, engineering, and biomedical 

science, but also empower students to develop essential skills such as problem solving, critical and creative 

thinking, communication, collaboration, and perseverance. GTT programs are designed for students who are 

interested in pursuing an engineering, biomedical, and/or mechatronics path at the high school level, and require 

a strong math and science foundation. The Design and Modeling curriculum engages students in the engineering 

process to generate concepts, and design and build solutions to real world problems. Students will use CAD 

software to create 3-D images for printing and work in collaborative groups to present their solutions outside of 

the classroom. For information, please contact Amy Baldwin at abaldwin@dorchester2.k12.sc.us or Kenneth 

Brown at kennebrown@dorchester2.k12.sc.us.   Students must successfully complete Design and Modeling to 

take Automation and Robotics in 8th grade. 

Orchestra – Strings (full year) 

In 7th grade Orchestra, students continue developing their performance skills in individual and group settings 

on one of the four orchestral string instruments – violin, viola, cello, or bass.  Students continue learning a 

varied repertoire of music, including classical, folk, jazz, movie music, and other popular favorites.  Students 

focus on reading written music notation as well as developing strong aural/listening skills. Students will make 

connections with the other arts disciplines, as well as disciplines outside of the arts, as they learn about music 

history and the cultural influences of the music they play. Students will explore music composition as they 

create melodies of their own. Performance opportunities include two annual concerts and community and 

school-wide events. 7th grade strings classes are intended as continuing level classes for students who have 

completed one year of string music in 6th grade.  Students will need to have an instrument for orchestra class. 

Students who successfully complete 7th and 8th grade orchestra will have the opportunity to earn a high school 

credit. For more information, please contact Kimberly Fludd at kfludd@dorchester2.k12.sc.us. 

Physical Education/Wellness (semester) 

In Physical Education, students learn many movement forms, and how to apply kinesthetic concepts and 

principles to the refinement of their motor skills. Students learn basic rules and skills in activities such as 

bowling, archery, ultimate frisbee, and many other team sports. In this course we want students to have the 

opportunities to learn social skills, teamwork, and the importance of good sportsmanship. They also gain 

knowledge in basic health, respect toward others, and an understanding for differences among people in 

physical activity settings. For information, please contact Andrew Bishop at abishop@dorchester2.k12.sc.us, 

Marissa Banias at mbanias@dorchester2.k12.sc.us or Andrew Young at anyoung@dorchester2.k12.sc.us.  

 

Piano (full year) 

Advanced Piano students are given the opportunity to perform a varied repertoire of music on a more advanced 

level. As a part of the music learning process, they will develop the ability and skills to read, notate, analyze, 
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and evaluate music. Students hone techniques specific to playing the piano. At the conclusion of the course, 

students will have played several solos, and participated in at least one ensemble (duet, etc.). They will know 

about half of the major and minor scales and will have worked on a variety of technical exercises. For more 

information, please contact Kimberly Fludd at kfludd@dorchester2.k12.sc.us. 

Spanish 7 (semester) 

Begin exploring Spanish language and culture with this semester long course! Spanish is a class designed for 

beginning Spanish students to give them a taste of Spanish language and prepare them for future foreign 

language study in a fun, engaging environment. The communication skills of speaking, listening, reading and 

writing are emphasized and used in class each day in order to build language skills as completely as possible. 

Fun storytelling activities, literacy strategies, and games are used to develop these skills and create strong 

communicators. Students should expect to participate daily in class activities. Be prepared to move, act silly and 

have fun exploring another language and culture! This class is designed for students not yet in a foreign 

language class. Contact Maritza Cardona at macardona@dorchester2.k12.sc.us  

Steel Band – World Music (full year) 

In Advanced Steel Band, students learn to perform with characteristic tone, appropriate technique, and 

expression on the various instruments within the modern steel band: lead pan, double tenor, double seconds, 

triple guitars, bass pans, and engine room (non-pitched percussion). Students learn a varied repertoire of music 

from different cultures, including styles such as reggae, samba, cha-cha, rock, jazz, calypso, and soca. Students 

will demonstrate strong fundamental skills in music literacy, including interpretation of symbols and terms 

commonly found in music theory. Connections to other arts disciplines and content areas are common in this 

course as students study music from different cultures such as Jamaica, Brazil, Cuba, United States, and 

Trinidad.  Performance opportunities will include a public concert at the end of each semester. For more 

information, please contact Dr. Ian Meiman at imeiman@dorchester2.k12.sc.us. 

Steel Band – World Music (semester) 

In Semester Steel Band, students learn to perform with characteristic tone, appropriate technique, and 

expression on the various instruments within the modern steel band: lead pan, double tenor, double seconds, 

triple guitars, bass pans, and engine room (non-pitched percussion). Students learn a varied repertoire of music 

from different cultures, including styles such as reggae, samba, cha-cha, rock, jazz, calypso, and soca. Students 

will learn fundamental skills in music literacy, including interpretation of symbols and terms commonly found 

in music theory. Connections to other arts disciplines and content areas are common in this course as students 

study music from different cultures such as Jamaica, Brazil, Cuba, United States, and Trinidad.  Performance 

opportunities will include a public concert at the end of the semester. For more information, please contact Dr. 

Ian Meiman at imeiman@dorchester2.k12.sc.us. 
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